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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Pages 10-80, filed Jun 6, 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of Claim(s) 1-38 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-10, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

3. With regards to Claim 1 , Schwartz discloses an exit sign including: 

- A housing [Figure 1: (11)]; 

- A plurality of LEDs [Figures 3-4: (39)] having the capability of being 
selectively activated to produce either red light or green light [Column 6, Lines 
45-49], said plurality of LEDs being mounted in mutual lighting association in 
said housing; 

- Means for selective activation of said plurality of LEDs to produce either said 
red light or said green light [Column 9, Lines 6-26]; 
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- Means for passing light from selected said red light or selected said green 
light in the form of indicia symbolizing an exit enabling viewing by an observer 
[Figure 1: (13-18); Figures 3-4; (31)]; 

- Means for optically diffusing said light positioned in said housing 
juxtapositioned to said plurality of LEDs and said means for passing light 
[Figure 4: (42, 43)]; 

- DC circuitry [Figure 5] in operative electrical connection with said plurality of 
LEDs; and 

- A source of electrical power activating said DC circuitry [Figure 5: (54, 55); 
Column 9, Lines 26-58]. 

4. With regards to Claim 2, Schwartz discloses the plurality of LEDs having the 
capability of being selectively activated by said means for selective activation to 
simultaneously emit both said red light and said green light so as to produce yellow 
light, and wherein said means for selective activation of said plurality of LEDs to 
produce both of said red light and said green light includes means to produce both said 
red light and said green light so as to produce said yellow light, wherein said yellow light 
passes through said means for passing light enabling viewing of said indicia by an 
observer [Column 6, Lines 62-67; Column 7, Lines 37-49]. 

5. With regards to Claim 3, Schwartz discloses the plurality of LEDs including a 
plurality of monochrome red LEDs and a plurality of monochrome green LEDs, whereby 
each said monochrome red LED having the capability of being activated by said means 
for selective activation to produce said red light, and each said monochrome green LED 
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having the capability of being activated by said means for selective activation to 
produce said green light [Column 7, Lines 37-49; Column 9, Lines 8-11, 20-26]. 

6. With regards to Claim 4, Schwartz discloses the plurality of LEDs including a 
plurality of bicolor LEDs, whereby each said bicolor LED has the capability of being 
activated by said means for selective activation to produce either said red light or said 
green light [Column 6, Lines 62-67; Column 9, Lines 10-17], 

7. With regards to Claim 5, Schwartz discloses the means for optically diffusing the 
light being an optical diffuser [Column 6, Lines 28-36], 

8. With regards to Claim 8, Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit being 
four independent letters forming the word "EXIT" [Figure 1: (13-16)]. 

9. With regards to Claim 9, Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit 
including at least one symbol indicating an exit [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

10. With regards to Claim 10, Schwartz discloses the means for passing light from 
selected said red light or selected said green light being in the form of at least one 
directional symbol enabling viewing by an observer [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

1 1 . With regards to Claim 1 3, Schwartz discloses battery means [Figure 5: (54)] for 
providing emergency DC power to said plurality of LEDs in the event of failure of 
electrical DC power [Column 9, Lines 37-40]. 

12. With regards to Claim 14, Schwartz discloses means for providing emergency 
light [Column 10, Lines 1-7] including a plurality of monochrome LEDs [Column 7, Lines 
37-49; Column 9, Lines 8-1 1 , 20-26], whereby said means for producing emergency 
light is in electrical connection to said battery means [Figure 5: (54)]. 
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13. Claims 15, 19-21, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

14. With regards to Claim 15, Schwartz discloses an exit sign including: 

- A housing [Figure 1 : (1 1 )]; 

- A plurality of monochrome red LEDs and a plurality of green LEDs [Figures 3- 
4: (39); Column 7, Lines 37-49; Column 9, Lines 8-1 1 , 20-26] having the 
capability of being selectively activated to produce either red light or green 
light [Column 6, Lines 45-49], said plurality of monochrome red LEDs and 
said plurality of monochrome green LEDs being mounted in mutual lighting 
association in said housing; 

- Means for selective activation of either said plurality of monochrome red 
LEDs to produce said red light or said plurality of monochrome green LEDs to 
produce said green light [Column 9, Lines 6-26]; 

- Means for passing light from selected said red light or selected said green 
light in the form of indicia symbolizing an exit enabling viewing by an observer 
[Figure 1: (13-18); Figures 3-4; (31)]; 

- Means for optically diffusing said light [Figure 4: (42, 43)] positioned in said 
housing juxtapositioned to said plurality of monochrome red LEDs and said 
plurality of monochrome green LEDs and said means for passing light; 

- DC circuitry [Figure 5] in operative electrical connection with said plurality of 
monochrome red LEDs and said plurality of monochrome green LEDs; and 
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- A source of electrical power activating said DC circuitry [Figure 5: (54, 55); 
Column 9, Lines 26-58]. 

15. With regards to Claim 19, Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit 
being four independent letters forming the word "EXIT" [Figure 1: (13-16)]. 

16. With regards to Claim 20, Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit 
including at least one symbol indicating an exit [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

17. With regards to Claim 21 , Schwartz discloses the means for passing light from 
selected said red light or selected said green light being in the form of at least one 
directional symbol enabling viewing by an observer [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

18. With regards to Claim 24, Schwartz discloses the means for optically diffusing 
said red light and said green light being an optical diffuser [Column 6, Lines 28-36]. 

19. With regards to Claim 25, Schwartz discloses battery means [Figure 5: (54)] for 
providing emergency DC power to said plurality of monochrome red LEDs and said 
plurality of monochrome green LEDs in the event of failure of electrical DC power 
[Column 9, Lines 37-40, 59-67]. 

20. With regards to Claim 26, Schwartz discloses means for providing emergency 
light [Column 10, Lines 1-7] including a plurality of monochrome LEDs [Column 7, Lines 
37-49; Column 9, Lines 8-1 1 , 20-26], whereby said means for producing emergency 
light is in electrical connection to said battery means [Figure 5: (54)]. 

21. Claims 27-28, 31-33, and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

22. With regards to Claim 27, Schwartz discloses an exit sign including: 
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- A housing [Figure 1 : (11 )]; 

- A plurality of bicolor red and green LEDs [Figures 3-4: (39); Column 6, Lines 
62-67; Column 9, Lines 10-17] having the capability of being selectively 
activated to produce either red light or green light [Column 6, Lines 62-67], 
said plurality of bicolor red and green LEDs being mounted in mutual lighting 
association in said housing; 

- Means for selective activation of either said plurality of bicolor LEDs to 
produce either said red light or said green light [Column 9, Lines 10-17, 59- 
67]; 

- Means for passing light from selected said red light or selected said green 
light in the form of indicia symbolizing an exit enabling viewing by an observer 
[Figure 1: (13-18); Figures 3-4; (31)]; 

- Means for optically diffusing said red light or said green light [Figure 4: (42, 
43)] positioned in said housing juxtapositioned to said plurality of bicolor red 
and green LEDs and said means for passing light; 

- DC circuitry [Figure 5] in operative electrical connection with said plurality of 
bicolor red and green LEDs; and 

- A source of electrical power activating said DC circuitry [Figure 5: (54, 55); 
Column 9, Lines 26-58]. 

23. With regards to Claim 28, Schwartz discloses the plurality of bicolor red and 
green LEDs having the capability of being selectively activated by said means for 
selective activation to simultaneously emit both said red light and said green light so as 
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to produce yellow light, wherein said yellow light passes through said means for passing 
light enabling viewing of said indicia by an observer [Column 6, Lines 45-49, 62-67; 
Column 7, Lines 37-49]. 

24. With regards to Claim 31 , Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit 
being four independent letters forming the word "EXIT" [Figure 1: (13-16)]. 

25. With regards to Claim 32, Schwartz discloses the indicia symbolizing an exit 
including at least one symbol indicating an exit [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

26. With regards to Claim 33, Schwartz discloses the means for passing light from 
selected said red light or selected said green light being in the form of at least one 
directional symbol enabling viewing by an observer [Figure 1: (17-18)]. 

27. Wth regards to Claim 36, Schwartz discloses the means for optically diffusing 
said red light and green light being an optical diffuser [Column 6, Lines 28-36]. 

28. With regards to Claim 37, Schwartz discloses battery means [Figure 5: (54)] for 
providing emergency DC power to said plurality of bicolor red and green LEDs in the 
event of failure of electrical DC power [Column 9, Lines 37-40, 59-67]. 

29. With regards to Claim 38, Schwartz discloses means for providing emergency 
light [Column 10, Lines 1-7] including a plurality of monochrome LEDs [Column 7, Lines 
37-49; Column 9, Lines 8-1 1 , 20-26], whereby said means for producing emergency 
light is in electrical connection to said battery means [Figure 5: (54)]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

30. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

31 . With regards to Claim 6, Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Schwartz teaches the means for passing light in the form of indicia 
being a stencil defining light passageway openings forming said indicia [Figure 1; 
Column 5, Line 62 - Column 6, Line 2], whereby said light passing through said light 
passageway openings enable viewing of said indicia by an observer [Column 6, Lines 
37-44]. Though Schwartz does not specifically teach the stencil being non-transparent, 
it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the stencil to be non- 
transparent. In this case, a non-transparent stencil would provide a simple and 
inexpensive means to distinguish said indicia via contrast between said non-transparent 
areas and the light passageway openings. 

32. With regards to Claim 7, Schwartz discloses the means for passing light in the 
form of indicia being a translucent stencil [Figure 1] having transparent areas forming 
said indicia [Column 6, Lines 28-36], but does not specifically teach the translucent 
stencil having non-transparent areas. However, it would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to modify the stencil to incorporate the non-transparent areas, so as to 
provide a simple and inexpensive means to contrast the indicia with the 
background/non-transparent areas. 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,595 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2875 

33. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Mueller et al. (U.S. Publication 2003/0133292). 

Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the means for selective activation to produce either of said red light or 
said green light being a two-position DIP switch (re: Claim 11), nor teaches said DIP 
switch including the capability to simultaneously activate both said red light and said 
green light so as to produce yellow light (re: Claim 12). 

Mueller teaches, "These equations may be applied directly or may be used to 
create a look-up table so that binary values corresponding to a particular color 
temperature can be determined quickly. This table can reside in any form of 
programmable memory for use in controlling color temperature (such as, but not limited 
to, the control described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,015,038). In another embodiment, the light 
could have a selection of switches, such as DIP switches enabling it to operate in a 
stand-alone mode, where a desired color temperature can be selected using the 
switches, and changed by alteration of the stand alone product . The light could also be 
remotely programmed to operate in a standalone mode as discussed above [Page 17, 
Paragraph 188]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the exit sign of Schwartz to incorporate the DIP switch of Mueller so 
as to provide a quick, simple (single component) means in controlling color temperature, 
and thus enhance visibility or ostentatiously provide different warning illuminations. 
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34. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

35. With regards to Claim 16, Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Schwartz teaches the plurality of monochrome red LEDs and 
monochrome green LEDs having the capability of being selectively activated by said 
means for selective activation to emit both said red light and said green light [Column 6, 
Lines 45-49; Column 7, Lines 37-49], but does not specifically teach said means for 
selective activation to simultaneously emit said red and said green light to produce 
yellow light, wherein said yellow light passes through said means for passing light 
enabling viewing of said indicia by an observer. 

However, Schwartz does teach bicolor LEDs, whereby said LEDs are fed with 
AC to concurrently emit red and green light, so as to mix to form yellow light [Column 6, 
Lines 62-67]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the exit sign of Schwartz to incorporate the principle teaching of 
mixing red and green light to form yellow light, as taught by Schwartz, with the single 
monochrome colored LEDs, which are typically cheaper and inexpensive. 

36. With regards to Claim 17, Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Schwartz teaches the means for passing light in the form of indicia 
being a stencil defining light passageway openings forming said indicia [Figure 1; 
Column 5, Line 62 - Column 6, Line 2], whereby said light passing through said light 
passageway openings enable viewing of said indicia by an observer [Column 6, Lines 
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37-44]. Though Schwartz does not specifically teach the stencil being non-transparent, 
it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the stencil to be non- 
transparent. In this case, a non-transparent stencil would provide a simple and 
inexpensive means to distinguish said indicia via contrast between said non-transparent 
areas and the light passageway openings. 

37. With regards to Claim 18, Schwartz discloses the means for passing light in the 
form of indicia being a translucent stencil [Figure 1] having transparent areas forming 
said indicia [Column 6, Lines 28-36], but does not specifically teach the translucent 
stencil having non-transparent areas. However, it would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to modify the stencil to incorporate the non-transparent areas, so as to 
provide a simple and inexpensive means to contrast the indicia with the 
background/non-transparent areas. 

38. Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175) as applied to Claim 15 above, and further in view of 
Mueller et al. (U.S. Publication 2003/0133292). 

Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the means for selective activation of said plurality of LEDs to produce 
either of said red light or said green light being a two-position DIP switch (re: Claim 22), 
nor teaches said DIP switch including the capability to simultaneously activate both said 
red light and said green light so as to produce yellow light (re: Claim 23). 

Mueller teaches, "These equations may be applied directly or may be used to 
create a look-up table so that binary values corresponding to a particular color 
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temperature can be determined quickly. This table can reside in any form of 
programmable memory for use in controlling color temperature (such as, but not limited 
to, the control described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,015,038). In another embodiment, the light 
could have a selection of switches, such as DIP switches enabling it to operate in a 
stand-alone mode, where a desired color temperature can be selected using the 
switches, and changed by alteration of the stand alone product . The light could also be 
remotely programmed to operate in a standalone mode as discussed above [Page 17, 
Paragraph 188]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the exit sign of Schwartz to incorporate the DIP switch of Mueller so 
as to provide a quick, simple (single component) means in controlling color temperature, 
and thus enhance visibility or ostentatiously provide different warning illuminations. 

39. Claims 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175). 

40. With regards to Claim 29, Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Schwartz teaches the means for passing light in the form of indicia 
being a stencil defining light passageway openings forming said indicia [Figure 1; 
Column 5, Line 62 - Column 6, Line 2], whereby said light passing through said light 
passageway openings enable viewing of said indicia by an observer [Column 6, Lines 
37-44]. Though Schwartz does not specifically teach the stencil being non-transparent, 
it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the stencil to be non- 
transparent. In this case, a non-transparent stencil would provide a simple and 
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inexpensive means to distinguish said indicia via contrast between said non-transparent 
areas and the light passageway openings. 

41 . With regards to Claim 30, Schwartz discloses the means for passing light in the 
form of indicia being a translucent stencil [Figure 1] having transparent areas forming 
said indicia [Column 6, Lines 28-36], but does not specifically teach the translucent 
stencil having non-transparent areas. However, it would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to modify the stencil to incorporate the non-transparent areas, so as to 
provide a simple and inexpensive means to contrast the indicia with the 
background/non-transparent areas. 

42. Claims 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz (U.S. Patent 5697175) as applied to Claim 27 above, and further in view of 
Mueller et al. (U.S. Publication 2003/0133292). 

Schwartz discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not 
specifically teach the means for selective activation of said plurality of bicolor LEDs to 
produce either of said red light or said green light being a two-position DIP switch (re: 
Claim 34), nor teaches said DIP switch including the capability to simultaneously 
activate both said red light and said green light of said plurality of bicolor LEDs so as to 
produce yellow light (re: Claim 35). 

Mueller teaches, "These equations may be applied directly or may be used to 
create a look-up table so that binary values corresponding to a particular color 
temperature can be determined quickly. This table can reside in any form of 
programmable memory for use in controlling color temperature (such as, but not limited 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,595 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2875 

to, the control described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,015,038). In another embodiment, the light 
could have a selection of switches, such as DIP switches enabling it to operate in a 
stand-alone mode, where a desired color temperature can be selected using the 
switches, and changed by alteration of the stand alone product . The light could also be 
remotely programmed to operate in a standalone mode as discussed above [Page 17, 
Paragraph 188]." 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the exit sign of Schwartz to incorporate the DIP switch of Mueller so 
as to provide a quick, simple (single component) means in controlling color temperature, 
and thus enhance visibility or ostentatiously provide different warning illuminations. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Han whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMH (8/2/2005) 




Primary Examiner 



